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To the earnest study and daily exercise of wisdom,
exhort, O king, the youths of your excellency's
palace, that they may so advance while in the
bloom of youth that they may be held worthy to
bring to honour their grey hairs, and by wisdom
may attain to perpetual happiness. To sow the
seeds of wisdom in these parts, I, so far as my
poor intellect enables me, shall not be found slack.
In the morning of life, in the vigour of study,
I sowed in Britain; now, my blood running cold,
as in the evening of life, I cease not to sow in
Prance. To me, shattered in body, an expression
of the holy Jerome, in his letter to Nepotianus,
is a solace: c Almost all the powers of the body
are changed in old men. Wisdom alone continues
to increase; all the rest decrease/ And a little
further on he says, 'The old age of those that
have trained their youth in honourable arts, and
have meditated in the law of God day and night,
grows more learned with age, more expert with
use, more wise with the process of time; it gathers
the very sweetest fruits of former studies/ "

The brethren of St. Martin of Tours had not
a high character for propriety of conduct. There
are many evidences of this. It is interesting to
know that the earliest letter of Alcuin to which
we can reasonably assign a date is a letter appealing
for a lapsed brother of this same abbey of St.
Martin of Tours, over which Alcuin was now
called to preside as an old man. The abbat to
whom Alcuin addressed this letter was Wulf hard,
of whom the life of Hadrian I, as printed by
Muratori (iii. 1, 184, Her. IfaL Script.), states that
he was sent along with Albinus, that is, Alcuin, to